
      WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION (“WRWC”) 
AGENDA 

Friday, April 13, 2012 @ 1:30 p.m. 
Sparks Council Chambers, Legislative Building 

745 Fourth St., Sparks, Nevada 
  

NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER AUTHORITY 
(“TMWA”), BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WASHOE COUNTY (“BCC”), AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

SOUTH TRUCKEE MEADOWS GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (“STMGID”) 

(See ‘Notes’) 

Notes: Because several of the WRWC Trustees are also members of the Board of Directors of TMWA, it is 
possible that a quorum of the TMWA Board may be present. Such members will not take action at this meeting as 
members of the TMWA Board, but may take action solely in their capacity as WRWC Trustees. A quorum of the 
BCC and STMGID may also be in attendance but will not be taking action.  
1. Items on this agenda on which action may be taken are followed by the term "for possible action". Non-action 

items are followed by an asterisk (*). 
2. Public comment is limited to three minutes per speaker and is allowed during the public comment periods, and 

before action is taken on any action item. Comments are to be directed to the Commission as a whole. Persons 
may not allocate unused time to other speakers. The public may sign-up to speak during the public comment 
period or on a specific agenda item by completing a “Request to Speak” card and submitting it to the clerk.  

3. Items on this agenda may be taken out of order, combined with other agenda items for consideration, removed 
from the agenda, or delayed for discussion at any time. Arrive at the meeting at the posted time to hear item(s) 
of interest. 

4. In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda closes three working days prior to the meeting. We are pleased to 
make reasonable accommodations for persons who are disabled and wish to attend meetings. If you require 
special arrangements for the meeting, please call 834-8002 no later than 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

5. In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda has been posted at the following locations:  Reno City Hall (1 East 
First Street), Sparks City Hall (431 Prater Way), Sparks Justice Court (630 Greenbrae Dr), Sun Valley GID (5000 
Sun Valley Blvd.), TMWA (1355 Capital Blvd.), Washoe County Administration Building (1001 E. 9th Street), 
Washoe County Clerk’s Office (Court and Virginia Streets), Washoe County Central Library (301 South Center 
St.), Washoe County Department of Water Resources (4930 Energy Way), Galena Market (19990 Thomas Creek 
Rd.), Galena High School (3600 Butch Cassidy Way), South Valleys Library (15650A Wedge Parkway), and the 
WRWC  website: http://www.wrwc.us  

 

 

1. Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum* 

2. Pledge of Allegiance* 

3. Public comment  limited to no more than three minutes per speaker* 

4. Approval of Agenda (for possible action) 

5. Approval of the minutes of the February 10, 2012 meeting (for possible action) 

6. Discussion and possible finding that the draft Washoe County consensus  population 
forecast for 2032 can be supported by the sustainable water resources as set forth in 
the Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan — Jim Smitherman, WRWC 
Water Resources Program Manager (for possible action) 

http://www.nnwpc.us/
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7. Review, discussion, and possible approval of the WRWC tentative budget for Fiscal Year 

2012 - 2013; and, possible direction to staff regarding the time and place for a public 
hearing on the tentative budget — Jim Smitherman (for possible action) 

8. Report on status of the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection’s review of the 
Truckee River water quality standards for nutrients — Terri Svetich, City of Reno* 

9. Report on the February 24, 2012 meeting of the Legislative Committee to Oversee the 
WRWC ("LOC"); discussion and possible direction to staff — Jim Smitherman* 

10. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for the May 2012 
meeting and other future meetings (for possible action) Commission Comments* 

11. Staff Comments* 

12. Public comment  limited to no more than three minutes per speaker* 

13. Adjournment (for possible action) 
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WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Friday, February 10, 2012 
 
The regular meeting of the Western Regional Water Commission (WRWC) Board of Trustees 
was held on Friday, February 10, 2012, at Sparks Council Chambers, 431 Prater Way, Sparks, 
Nevada.  
 
1. Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum – Chairman Carrigan called the 

meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. There was a quorum present.  
 
Commissioners Present: 
Mike Carrigan, Chair  
Bob Cashell  
Steve Cohen   
Kitty Jung   
Geno Martini  
Margaret Reinhardt 
Ron Smith 

Representing: 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority  
South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District (STMGID) 
Washoe County 
Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility (TMWRF) 
Sun Valley General Improvement District (SVGID) 
City of Sparks 
 

Commissioners Absent: 
Dave Aiazzi  
Bob Larkin 
 

Representing: 
City of Reno  
Truckee Meadows Water Authority  
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairman Carrigan asked Commissioner Smith to lead the Western Regional Water Commission 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Public Comment 
 
Chairman Carrigan called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment 
period. 
   
4. Approval of Agenda 
 
Commissioner Martini made a motion to approve the February 10, 2012 WRWC agenda as 
posted. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
5. Approval of the Minutes of the November 16, 2011 meeting 
 
The minutes of the November 16, 2011 Western Regional Water Commission meeting were 
submitted for approval. Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted. Commissioner Martini seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
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6. Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer for the 2012 calendar 
year – Jim Smitherman, WRWC Water Resources Program Manager  

 
Commissioner Martini made a motion to nominate the existing Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary and Treasurer to the 2012 calendar year term. Commissioner Cashell seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
7. Report by the Desert Research Institute (“DRI”) on its Cloud Seeding Operations for 

the Truckee River and Lake Tahoe Basins for the past water year, and status of its 
Cloud Seeding Coalition efforts; discussion and possible approval of funding in an 
amount not to exceed $100,000 from the Regional Water Management Fund 
("RWMF") to support similar Cloud Seeding Operations for the upcoming water year; 
and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to execute an Interlocal Agreement with DRI 
for that purpose  

 
Chairman Carrigan invited Jim Smitherman to present this item. Mr. Smitherman reported that 
the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission (NNWPC) recently heard a presentation by 
DRI and recommended that the WRWC approve continuing the program and funding. He invited 
Arlen Huggins from DRI, who was present, to answer any questions or provide a brief report.  
 
Dr. Huggins reported that DRI’s main funding was received from the Truckee River Fund in 
October ($155,000) and the funding from the WRWC would provide the remainder to complete 
the project through the spring. He stated that to date, there have been very few storms. He 
reported that DRI’s equipment is in good shape and supplies are available through April. He 
stated that the water situation for the area is approximately 30% of normal. He summarized that 
DRI would continue their work. 
 
Chairman Carrigan noted that funding for DRI’s Cloud Seeding program previously was 
provided by the State and now TMWA and the WRWC provide funding.  
 
Commissioner Cashell made a motion to approve funding in an amount not to exceed 
$100,000 from the Regional Water Management Fund to support similar Cloud Seeding 
Operations for the upcoming water year; and to authorize the Chairman to execute an 
Interlocal Agreement with DRI for that purpose. Commissioner Martini seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
8. Discussion and possible designation of Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC as the WRWC’s 

external auditors for the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 financial statement audit 
 
Ben Hutchins, Finance & Customer Services Manager for Washoe County Department of Water 
Resources, recommended that the WRWC approve a contract for Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC 
as the WRWC’s external auditors for the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 financial statement audit. He 
added that they are great to work with and have done a great job in the past at a fair fee. 
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Commissioner Martini made a motion to accept and approve the recommendation in the 
staff report. Commissioner Cashell seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
9. Report on TMWA's Water Usage Review Program for 2010 and 2011; discussion and 

possible approval of a funding in the amount of $126,470 from the RWMF for the 2011 
and 2012 Water Usage Review Program; and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to 
execute an Interlocal Agreement with TMWA for the 2012 Program  

 
Mr. Smitherman reported that the NNWPC heard a presentation from Ms. Richards, 
Administrator of Conservation and Community Education at TMWA, at the last meeting and 
recommended that the WRWC approve funding to continue TMWA's Water Usage Review 
Program for 2012 in the amount of $126,470. He stated that Ms. Richards was present to provide 
a brief report or answer any questions. 
   
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve funding in the amount of $126,470 from 
the RWMF for the 2011 and 2012 Water Usage Review Program; and to authorize the 
Chairman to execute an Interlocal Agreement with TMWA for the 2012 Program. 
Commissioner Martini seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
10. Report on responses to the Request for Qualifications for a groundwater management 

study to identify strategies and potential funding mechanisms to address regional 
groundwater quality and quantity issues, including nitrate concentrations related to 
septic tanks; discussion and possible approval of funding in an amount not to exceed 
$60,000 from the RWMF for the study; and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to 
execute an Agreement with the selected consultant for that purpose  

 
Chris Wessel, NNWPC Water Management Planner, reported that this item pertains to a study 
that was funded by the Regional Water Management Fund for a septic system analysis and risk-
based management. The report identified and ranked sixteen areas of high-density septic 
systems. Washoe County has initiated a phased approach to connect the septic users to the 
municipal sewer in Spanish Springs with funding assistance from grants (which most likely will 
not continue into the future). Staff is interested in exploring alternative funding mechanisms. 
 
Mr. Wessel explained that the purpose of the Groundwater Management Study is to identify 
strategies and potential funding mechanisms to address regional groundwater quality and 
quantity issues, including nitrate concentrations related to septic tanks that have been 
successfully done in other areas. The NNWPC approved a scope of work and request for 
proposals (RFP). He reported that following an open bidding process, the AMEC/Lombardo 
team was selected as most appropriate for the work. 
 
Mr. Wessel reported that the study was initially proposed for $20,000 in funding; however, the 
NNWPC and staff thought that number was not sufficient to accomplish the goal and 
deliverables. He stated that the Clean Water Act (CWA)’s 208 Water Quality Grant is available 
in the amount of $40,000, which the NNWPC expects to receive. He explained that if received, 
the money would be used for this study. He added that the WRWC is the CWA Section 208 
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Water Quality Planning Agency (for the Reno Sparks area). He summarized that his request is 
that the WRWC approve an increase in the 208 planning and review budget by $40,000, which 
would increase the total budget for this project to $60,000, which would be offset by the grant 
funds if they become available.  
 
Commissioner Cohen made a motion to approve funding in an amount not to exceed 
$60,000 from the RWMF for the study; and to authorize the Chairman to execute an 
Agreement with the selected consultant for that purpose. Commissioner Smith seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
11. Presentation on membership and proposed 2012 meetings of the Legislative Committee 

to Oversee the WRWC ("LOC"); discussion and possible direction to staff regarding 
the LOC meeting set for February 24, 2012  

 
Rosemary Menard, Director of Washoe County Department of Water Resources, acknowledged 
Pat Guinan, Legislative Council Bureau Research Staff, who was present. She mentioned that the 
members of the LOC include Senator Lee, Senator Schneider, Senator Gustafson, 
Assemblywoman Benitez-Thompson, Assemblyman Daly, and Assemblyman Goicoechea. The 
group is planning to meet on February 24 at 9:00 a.m. in Carson City.  
 
Ms. Menard stated that staff has been working on polling members to determine their interests. 
An overview of the legislation will be presented along with a history of the previous interim 
committee actions. Also included at the meeting will be an update on the TMWA/DWR 
consolidation; overview of the water rights transfer process; regional water supply discussion to 
include the resources, systems, water quality issues; and an update on the Truckee River Flood 
Project.  
 
Commissioner Martini asked Ms. Menard if she is looking for recommendations from the 
WRWC to take to the committee. She stated that staff has discussed the issue and found no 
particular legislative actions proposed for this session.  
 
Commissioner Martini requested that the legislature “do away with this committee and put 
what’s left to be done under TMWA.”  He stated it is a waste of time for us to be meeting.  
 
Mr. Guinan reported that statutorily the Legislative Oversight Committee is set to sunset in 2013.  
 
Commissioner Cashell reiterated that the recommendation is to abolish the WRWC to save costs 
when the issues could be done under TMWA or the County.  
 
Chairman Carrigan offered to brief the Oversight Committee at the February meeting on the 
recommendations brought forward by the two mayors.  
 
12. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for the March 9, 2012 

meeting and future meetings 
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Ms. Menard stated that staff recommended canceling the March 9, 2012 meeting; however, there 
are a number of items slated for the April meeting, including adoption of the tentative budget for 
the WRWC and NNWPC. Also scheduled for the meeting will be: 
 

• State review of Truckee River nutrient water quality standards 
• Follow-up from February 24 Oversight Committee meeting 
• Based on the Washoe County Consensus Forecast, determining if we have adequate 

water supply for the region – Action will be required by the NNWPC 
 
Chairman Carrigan asked if the WRWC is abolished, what happens to the NNWPC. Ms. Menard 
stated that generally the commissions are tiered and the NNWPC is the technical advisory 
committee to the WRWC. 
 
John Rhodes, Legal Counsel, offered a preliminary opinion that any changes or abolishing the 
WRWC would necessitate changing the duties of the NNWPC or putting those responsibilities in 
another place. He stated that the issue would most likely focus around the additional duties of the 
WRWC not related to purveying of municipal water; i.e., flood issues, water quality and other 
planning issues.  
 
Chairman Carrigan asked Mr. Rhodes and staff to develop a brief opinion of the options. He also 
mentioned the user fees, which Ms. Menard stated were statutorily set for the Regional Water 
Management Fund. Ms. Menard added that the scope of the NNWPC and WRWC is more than 
just drinking water; they are also responsible for wastewater, reclaimed water, flood, storm water 
and water quality. 
 
Mr. Rhodes offered to report back on the issue in April, and to speak with Chairman Carrigan 
prior to the Oversight Committee meeting on February 24.  
 
13. Commission Comments 
 
Commissioner Cohen stated that he has been receiving phone calls and emails and wished to 
state publicly that STMGID has been exploring its future for the last couple of years, based on 
the discussions of TMWA and DWR consolidating. He reported that Washoe County issued a 
10% cut for all departments, including DWR, and Ms. Menard felt she could only manage DWR 
by no longer managing STMGID. The Board of County Commissioners agreed, which 
effectively eliminated STMGID from the County’s management. He stated that STMGID is 
currently working on an Interlocal Agreement with the County for a merger to protect 
STMGID’s water system assets. He stated that the tentative timeframe for the merger of 
STMGID into DWR is to take place by June 30. 
 
14. Staff Comments 
 
None 
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15. Public Comment 
 
Chairman Carrigan called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment 
period. 
 
16. Adjournment 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Niki Linn, Recording Secretary 
 
Approved by Commission in session on________________ 2012. 
 
____________________________ 
Mike Carrigan, Chairman 
 
Note:  DRAFT Minutes not approved by Board. 
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STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: March13, 2012 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 
SUBJECT: Discussion and possible finding that the draft Washoe County consensus 

population forecast for 2032 can be supported by the sustainable water 
resources as set forth in the Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan 

 
SUMMARY 
Nevada State Demographer (“NSD”) estimates show that the population in Washoe County 
peaked in 2008 and then dropped by about 7,200 persons between July 2008 and July 2009.  
Further, NSD estimates show that, in spite of modest growth, the population has not yet 
recovered to 2008 levels.  As the NSD’s 2009 estimate was published after the last Consensus 
Forecast was compiled, that Forecast did not reflect the population decrease.  The draft 
Consensus Forecast compiled earlier this year, however, reflects both the 2009 decrease in 
population and the generally slow economic conditions in Washoe County by incorporating a 
decrease in the population growth rate. 
 
Staff consulted with Truckee Meadows Water Authority (“TMWA”) staff who confirmed that 
TMWA’s 20-year population projections are also running lower than two years ago.  TMWA 
staff also indicated that 2011 water production was about 13 percent below what they projected 
in their 2010 Water Resource Plan.  After discussing the level of effort required to produce the 
regional water demand estimate two years ago, staff has recommended against requesting that 
TMWA create a new model this year.   
 
It is clear that, since the current draft Consensus Forecast uses a lower initial population estimate 
and a lower growth rate, a corresponding 20-year water demand estimate would certainly be 
lower than the projection done two years ago.  It follows that, if the potential sustainable water 
resources identified in the 2011-2030 Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan 
(“RWMP”) were determined to be capable of supporting a population greater than the 2030 
population projected by the Consensus Forecast in 2010, those same water resources would 
support a lesser population as projected for the year 2032 in this year’s draft Consensus Forecast.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Population Trend from 2000 to 2011 
The NSD’s certified population estimates for Washoe County from 2000 to 2008 reflect an 
annual average growth rate of nearly 3.4 percent.  The 2009 estimate, however shows a 1.7 
percent population drop; or a decrease of 7,200 persons.  Washoe County then gained an 
estimated 4,961 people from 2009 to 2011, an increase of 0.6 percent.  
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Draft Consensus Forecast 
The Washoe County Department of Community Services (“DCS”, formerly Department of 
Community Development) provided the draft 2012 Consensus Forecast in February of this year.  
The population was compiled using data from TMWA, Global Insight, Woods and Poole, and 
the NSD.  The draft Consensus Forecast population projection for 2032 is 560,772, which is 
29,718 less than the 2010 Consensus Forecast population for 2030 (see table 1). 
 
Water Resources 
The Water Resources Baseline Table set forth in the RWMP has not been revised since the 
adoption of the Plan in January 2011.  The estimate of potentially available, sustainable water 
resources therefore remains unchanged at approximately 183,200 acre feet per year.     
 
Water Demand and Population Projections   
TMWA’s long-range water demand projection for Washoe County also remains unchanged.  The 
model projected a water demand of approximately 142,000 acre feet to support a population of 
approximately 590,500 as projected for the year 2030 by the 2010 Consensus Forecast.  The 
model results further showed that the estimated population that can be supported by the 
identified sustainable water resources is approximately 741,000. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
Therefore, the estimated sustainable water resources of approximately 183,200 acre feet per year 
are more than adequate to serve the draft Consensus Forecast population for 2032.   
 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
On April 9, 2010, the WRWC approved a motion to determine that the draft Consensus Forecast 
population for 2030 is less than the estimated population that can be supported by the sustainable 
water resources identified in the RWMP, and to direct staff to submit the draft Consensus 
Forecast, with a finding that the forecasted population can be supported by the sustainable water 
resources as set forth in the RWMP, to Reno, Sparks, Washoe County, and TMRPA, by April 20, 
2010. 
   
BACKGROUND 
In January 2010, the Regional Planning Governing Board (“RPGB”) adopted certain 
amendments to the Truckee Meadows Regional Plan (“Regional Plan”), and the RPGB 
Regulations on Procedure, designating the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission 
(“NNWPC”) and the Western Regional Water Commission (“WRWC”) as the entities to perform 
a comparison of the draft Washoe County Consensus Forecast and the estimated population that 
can be supported by the sustainable water resources as set forth in the RWMP prior to the 
adoption of the Consensus Forecast. 
 
According to the amended RPGB Regulations on Procedure, the NNWPC, at its first scheduled 
meeting in April, will compare the draft Consensus Forecast with the estimated population that 
can be supported by the sustainable water resources as set forth in the RWMP and advance a 
recommendation to the WRWC.  The WRWC will then make a determination based on the 
NNWPC’s recommendation concerning the comparison described above and inform Reno, 
Sparks, Washoe County, and the Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency (“TMRPA”) as 
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to its finding by April 20.  In addition, the RPGB Regulations on Procedure state that if the 
WRWC determines the draft Consensus Forecast is less than or equal to the estimated population 
that can be supported by the sustainable water resources identified in the RWMP, the WRWC 
will submit the draft Consensus Forecast to Reno, Sparks, Washoe County, and TMRPA by  
May 1 with a finding that the forecasted population can be supported by the sustainable water 
resources as set forth in the RWMP.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The NNWPC recommends that the WRWC make a determination that the draft Consensus 
Forecast population for 2032 is less than the estimated population that can be supported by the 
sustainable water resources set forth in the RWMP. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION 
Move to determine that the draft Consensus Forecast population for 2032 is less than the 
estimated population that can be supported by the sustainable water resources set forth in the 
RWMP, and direct staff to submit the draft Consensus Forecast, with a finding that the 
forecasted population can be supported by the sustainable water resources set forth in the 
RWMP, to Reno, Sparks, Washoe County, and TMRPA, by April 20, 2012. 
 
 

Table 1 
Consensus Forecast 

 Draft 2012  2010 
    
Year Population  Population 
2010   434,519 
2011   442,076 
2012 425,930  449,680 
2013 432,432  457,288 
2014 438,722  464,924 
2015 445,185  472,718 
2016 451,801  480,610 
2017 458,322  488,592 
2018 464,503  496,440 
2019 470,772  504,353 
2020 477,238  512,137 
2021 483,973  519,974 
2022 490,591  527,680 
2023 497,433  535,538 
2024 504,162  543,242 
2025 510,976  551,012 
2026 517,697  558,624 
2027 524,657  566,359 
2028 531,645  574,048 
2029 538,670  582,266 
2030 545,707  590,490 
2031 553,227   
2032 560,772   
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STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: April 5, 2011 
 
TO: Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
 
FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Review, discussion, and possible approval of the Western Regional 

Water Commission (“WRWC”) tentative budget for Fiscal Year 2012-
2013; and, possible direction to staff regarding the time and place for 
a public hearing on the tentative budget 

________________________________________________________________________ 
  
SUMMARY 
Staff has developed a tentative fiscal year 2012-2013 budget for the WRWC including 
revenues, staff and non-staff professional services, and in-kind services.  Additional 
pages include a budget summary and details for professional services related to priority 
projects and routine operating expenses.  On April 4, 2012, the Northern Nevada Water 
Planning Commission (“NNWPC”) reviewed the proposed fiscal year 2011-2012 
tentative budget, and recommended it for approval by the WRWC. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The WRWC is required to prepare and submit a tentative budget to the Nevada 
Department of Taxation on or before April 15, and to hold a public hearing on the 
tentative budget on the third Thursday or Friday in May.  The attached tentative budget is 
provided for WRWC review, discussion, possible approval and possible direction to staff. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTION 
None 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The fiscal year 2012-2013 preliminary budget projects $1,344,186 in revenue, 
$3,577,319 in expenses, and an ending cash balance of approximately $300,000.  Budget 
expenses include a maximum of $2,992,787 for WRWC work plan activities, $481,532 
for three full time staff and legal services, and various routine operating expenses in the 
amount of $103,000.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the WRWC approve the WRWC tentative budget for Fiscal Year 
2012-2013, direct staff to submit the tentative budget to the Washoe County auditor, file 
the tentative budget for public inspection with the Washoe County Clerk, and the Nevada 
Department of Taxation, and establish Thursday, May 17, 2012, at 9:30 a.m. as the date 
and time for the public hearing on the tentative budget.  
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POSSIBLE MOTION 
Move to approve the WRWC tentative budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013, direct staff to 
submit and file the tentative budget as required by statute, and provide notice, as required 
by law, for the public hearing on the tentative budget on May 17, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
JS:jd 
 
Attachment: WRWC Fiscal Year 2012–2013 Tentative Budget 
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Budget Category 1.5% WMF NOTE  
Washoe County 

In-Kind NOTE  
TMWA 
In-Kind NOTE  

SVGID 
In-Kind NOTE  

REVENUE  Amount Amount Amount Amount
 Estimated Water Surcharge Revenues 1,322,988
 Estimated Interest Income 21,168
         Total Revenue 1,344,156 0 0 0

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES/SUPPLIES Amount Amount Amount Amount
 Estimated Professional Services (Page 2) 2,992,787 1
 Staff Services  (Page 3) 481,532 2 62,629 3 25,200 4 1,500 8
 Non-Staff Services (Page 3) 103,000 1,200 5
        Total Professional Services/Supplies 3,577,319 62,629 26,400 1,500

OTHER EXPENSES Amount Amount Amount Amount
Estimated Misc. 97,237 6 2,000 7
        Total Other Expense 0 97,237 2,000

        Total Expenses 3,577,319 159,866 28,400 1,500

Net Decrease in Cash Reserves ($2,233,163)

  
NOTES:

Western Regional Water Commission

Budget Summary Worksheet
Fiscal Year July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

3.  Washoe County estimate for labor overhead:   1.5% fund management, accounting, purchasing, human resources, information technology,  routine/administrative 
and GIS/drafting services.
4. TMWA estimate to perform administrative tasks such as drafting and posting agendas, producing staff reports,  delivering agenda packets, contracts to provide 
WRWC minutes and website postings and updates.
5. TMWA estimate for supplies to produce agendas, staff reports and agenda packets.  
6. Washoe County estimate for services and supplies overhead: office space, utilities, computer hardware, software, copier, supplies.

1. Proposed budget provides legal spending authority for projects yet to be approved by the WRWC upon recommendations provided by the NNWPC.  Specific per 
project scope and cost yet to be developed and approved by the WRWC.
2. Proposed budget provides legal spending authority for contract staff services previously approved by the WRWC.

7. TMWA estimate for office space, copier, computer expenditures.  
8. Cost for various SVGID overhead related to providing staff resources.
9. Budget expenses exceed revenues by $2,233,163 which reduces projected cash balance to approximately $300,000 at 6/30/13.

W:\WRWC\Admin\Financial\WRWC Budget FY 12-13\WRWC Budget FY 12-13 Draft.xls Page 1 of 4

Attachment 2
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Professional Services Project Name
2012/2013    

1st Quarter   
Budget

2012/2013   
2nd Quarter  

Budget

2012/2013    
3rd Quarter   

Budget

2012/2013    
4th Quarter  

Budget

2012/2013    
Available 

Budget Total
Expense Description/Example

 -b- -f- -g- -h- -i-  -j- -k-

Consolidation Feasablity Analysis $75,000 $75,000 $75,000 $75,000 $300,000 Support for TMWA, DWR

TROA 6700 AF Water Rights Requirement $337,500 $337,500 $337,500 $337,500 $1,350,000 Water rights acquisition and review of street/ROW water rights

208 Plan Review and and Update $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $20,000

Regional Water Planning Projects $417,500 $417,500 $417,500 $417,500 $1,670,000

Cloud Seeding $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $100,000 ILA with DRI

Washoe ET Project $1,750 $1,750 $1,750 $1,750 $7,000 ILA with DRI

Water Usage Review Program $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $100,000 Inclusive of contract for TMWA 75k and SVGID 25k

Certified Landscape Technician Program $0 $0 $0 $12,500 $12,500 ILA with NLA

Regional Water Conservation $51,750 $51,750 $51,750 $64,250 $219,500

Integrated Wastewater and Reclaimed Water System 
Planning $12,500 $12,500 $12,500 $12,500 $50,000 Indirect Potable Reuse

Regional Reclaim Water Planning Projects   $12,500 $12,500 $12,500 $12,500 $50,000

NPDES Storm Water Quality Management Program $65,625 $65,625 $65,625 $65,625 $262,500 ILA with City of Reno

Regional Storm Water Planning Projects $65,625 $65,625 $65,625 $65,625 $262,500

Regional Flood Control Planning Projects $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Water Quality  Standard and TMDL Review  87,500 87,500 87,500 87,500 $350,000 ILA with City of Reno and Agreement with Somach Simons & Dunn

Septic System Mitigation Planning $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $25,000 $100,000 1. Phase II  - Risk assessment data need    2. Future Alternatives Analysis

Regional Wastewater Planning Projects   $112,500 $112,500 $112,500 $112,500 $450,000

Water Balance Model Upgrade $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $20,000

TMRPA GIS Population Model $80,197 $80,197 $80,197 $80,197 $320,787 ILA with RPGB

Comprehensive Plan $85,197 $85,197 $85,197 $85,197 $340,787

Totals $745,072 $745,072 $745,072 $757,572 $2,992,787

Professional Services Budget Detail Fiscal Year 2012/2013 
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Quarter Ending
2012/2013       

1st Quarter  
Budget

2012/2013      2nd 
Quarter   Budget

2012/2013       
3rd Quarter  

Budget

2012/2013       
4th Quarter  

Budget

2012/2013       
Annual Routine 

Operating  
Budget Total

Expense Description/Example

WRWC Employees $83,633 $83,633 $83,633 $83,633 $334,532 Cost for Support Staff  services as defined by  employee services 
contract entered into between Washoe County and WRWC. 

Mileage Expenses $600 $600 $600 $600 $2,400 Annual routine daily vehicle mileage expenses. 

Legal Services $36,000 $36,000 $36,000 $36,000 $144,000 Cost for Legal Counsel  services as defined by contract  as entered 
into between John Rhodes and WRWC

Lobbing Registration $0 $0 $600 $0 $600 Cost for registration for staff members as state lobbyists

$120,233 $120,233 $120,833 $120,233 $481,532

Minutes $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $20,000 Annual service contract to provide for recording of meetings and 
transcription of minutes. 

Website $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $20,000

Such as; website content and design services; annual website 
updating, maintenance, and hosting; specialized programming 
services; digital library development and updating; hosting, 
development and maintenance of databases; licensing fees, software 
and software updates, training/programming reference materials. 

Video Coverage $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 $10,000 Annual Expense for video coverage of WRWC and NNWPC 
Meetings.

CAFR & Audit $23,000 $0 $0 $0 $23,000 Annual Expense for CAFR development and Financial Audit.

Regional Training $750 $750 $750 $750 $3,000

Cost of travel and training for staff members not covered by in-kind 
services  including transportation services, mileage reimbursement, 
lodging, meals, registration and other miscellaneous cost such as 
reference materials, parking meters, field trips, etc.

Regional Travel $1,750 $1,750 $1,750 $1,750 $7,000

Cost of travel and training for staff members not covered by in-kind 
services  including transportation services, mileage reimbursement, 
lodging, meals, registration and other miscellaneous cost such as 
reference materials, parking meters, field trips, etc.

Advertising $1,250 $1,250 $1,250 $1,250 $5,000  Such as Advertising and Legal Notices.

Misc. Operating $3,750 $3,750 $3,750 $3,750 $15,000

Such as: printing & reproduction, publications, and public notices, 
refreshments for volunteer boards/commissions, GIS and other in-
house member agency support (not covered by in-kind services), 
equipment & supplies (i.e. computers, computer related supplies such 
as CDs, DVDs, etc.), projectors, printers, CD label machine, poster 
board, reproduction services, software licensing and fees, labels, 
business cards, periodicals, subscriptions, books, postage & mailing, 
promotion and public materials, miscellaneous equipment rental, 
insurances, general overhead expenses.

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0 Currently all in-kind service costs are covered by member agencies as 
specified by interlocal agreement.  

$43,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $103,000

$163,233 $140,233 $140,833 $140,233 $584,532

Expiration of In-Kind Services 
(TMWA/DWR/SVGID)

Non-Staff Services Subtotal 

 Totals

Western Regional Water Commission
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Routine Operation Budget Fiscal Year 2012/2013     
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Quarter Ending
2010/2011   

Estimate to 
Complete

Total Estimated Fiscal 
2011/2012 Expendature as 

of 6/30/12
WRWC Employees 334,532 334,532
Mileage Expenses 2,400 2,400
Legal Services 145,000 145,000
lobbying Services 600 600
Service Contract Subtotal 482,532 482,532

Minutes 3,000 3,000

Website 10,000 10,000
Invision/G3 4,500 4,500
CAFR & Audit 8,000 8,000
Regional Training 0 0
Regional Travel 0 0
Advertising 1,000 1,000
Misc. Operating 3,527 3,527

Expiration of In-Kind Services (TMWA/DWR/SVGID) 0

Non-Service Related Routine Operating Subtotal 27,027 30,027
Routine Operating Expense Subtotals 509,559 512,559

DWR / TMWA Consolidation 300,000 300,000
TROA 6700 AF Water Rights Requirement 0 0

208 Plan Review and Update 0 0
Regional Water Planning 0 300,000

DRI Cloud Seeding 90,000 90,000
Washoe ET Project 4,000 4,000

Water Usage Review Program 63,235 63,235
Certified Landscape Technician Program 19,230 19,230

Conservation, Sustainability, Climate Change 176,465 176,465

 North Valley's Intiative (COR) 0 0
Regional Reclaim Water Planning Projects 0 0

NPDES Storm Water Quality Mangement Program 262,500 262,500
Regional Storm Water Planning Projects 262,500 262,500

Regional Flood Control Planning Projects 0 0

Water Quality Standard and TMDL Review 319,000 319,000
Septic Alternitives Analysis 20,000.00 20,000

Regional Wastewater Planning Projects 339,000 339,000
Plan Development Services 0 0

TMRPA GIS Population Model 66,200 66,200
DWR GIS Services 2,000 2,000

Water Management Plan 68,200 68,200
Project Subtotal 846,165 1,146,165

Totals 1,355,724 1,658,724

Estimated Expenditures Fiscal Year 2011/2012 
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STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: April 5, 2011 
 
TO: Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
 
FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager; Terri Svetich, City of 

Reno; John Buzzone, Washoe County 
 
SUBJECT: Report on status of the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection’s  
  review of the Truckee River water quality standards for nutrients 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this status report is to apprise the WRWC of the Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection’s (“NDEP”) recent activities and the affect on the Truckee River water 
quality standards review timeline.  On January 12, 2012, NDEP held a workshop during which 
NDEP staff explained that a review of the water quality standards would occur before, and not 
concurrently with, a review of the total maximum daily loads (“TMDLs”).  Additionally, staff 
explained that consideration of water quality at Lahontan Reservoir, as a downstream body of 
water, would need to be included in the process.  This would include a review of nutrient water 
quality standards applicable to Lahontan Reservoir, two years of water quality monitoring and 
subsequent analysis of the monitoring data.  NDEP explained that this additional work may delay 
the review of Truckee River water quality standards by as much as 3 or 4 years. 
 
A recent conversation with NDEP staff revealed, however, that it may be possible to review 
water quality standards for Lahontan Reservoir and the Truckee River concurrently, but that the 
work on Lahontan Reservoir would need to be finished before a review of Truckee River 
TMDL’s could be started. 
 
Last year, Reno, Sparks, Washoe County, and the Truckee Meadows Water Authority (the 
"Third Parties") began engaging Truckee River stakeholders in workshops to review the water 
quality modeling tools developed by LTI. Stakeholder workshops were held on November 2 and 
December 14, 2011.  The Third Parties are presently considering the possibility of concurrent 
water quality standards reviews and the timing of future stakeholder workshops. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Clean Water Act (CWA) sets forth regulatory requirements for waterways that have 
impairments and do not support the designated beneficial uses due to loading from one or more 
pollutants (e.g., nutrients, temperature, sediment).  Ideally, TMDLs are developed to correct the 
impairment and restore the water quality.  TMDLs were established on the Truckee River in 
1994 for Total Dissolved Solids, Total Nitrogen and Total Phosphorus. 
 
Since the 1994 TMDL was approved, new data have been collected, new modeling tools have 
been developed and operation of the Truckee River has changed.  It is believed that there is 
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benefit in reviewing and potentially revising the water quality standards and TMDL for nutrients 
to make a stronger scientific linkage between the TMDL, water quality standards, and National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).  It is anticipated this will provide more 
flexibility for the region to implementing effective long-term planning of water and wastewater 
infrastructure.  The outcome of the TMDL review process has implications for regulating, 
permitting and monitoring the discharges to the Truckee River. 
 



 4-13-12:  WRWC Agenda Item 9  
  

Western Regional Water Commission 

Page 1 of 1 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: April 5, 2011 
 
TO: Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
 
FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Report on the February 24, 2012 meeting of the Legislative Committee to 

Oversee the WRWC (“LOC”); discussion and possible direction to staff 
 

Staff will provide a verbal report on this subject.   
 
 
 
JS:jd 
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